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 Today is Chinese New Year which we have celebrated at school 
with the children both in school and online.  This year is the year of 
the Ox which represents diligence, persistence and honesty.  

Happy Chinese New Year to you all! 

We can’t quite believe that half term is upon us! What a half term it has been!  
We wanted to say again a huge thank you for your continued support with our remote learning. 
Your children are working incredibly hard at home and without your support with this it wouldn’t be 
possible.  We continue to work together to ensure that our children love their learning, keep smiling 
and keep connected with their friends too.. 
 
We continue to receive lots of really positive feedback from families about our remote learning offer 
and live lessons delivered by our staff.  Our teachers and teaching assistants have worked extremely 
hard in planning, delivering live lessons, preparing videos, giving feedback, preparing paper packs, 
contacting parents/families and offering support…the list could go on – I’m sure you will join me in 
saying a huge thank you to all of them.  They have done an incredible job.    Children who read 
often and widely get better at it.ter all, practice makes perfect in almost everything 

humans do, and reading in no different. 
  
2. Reading exercises our brain. 

Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain rather than watching TV, 
for example. Reading strengthens brains connections and builds NEW connections. 
  
3. Reading improves concentration. 

Children have to sit still and quietly so that they can focus on the story when they are 
reading. If the read often, they will develop the skill to do this for longer. 
  
4. Reading teaches children about the world around them. 

Through reading a variety of books children learn about people, places, and events 
outside of their own experience. 
  

IMPORTANT NOTICE –  
 
INSET DAY on Monday 22nd February has been cancelled – school will be open for Key worker 
children as normal and remote learning will continue on this day.  
 
INSET DAY on Friday 25th June has now been rescheduled for Friday 28th May.  
 
 Cldren who read often and widely get better at it.ter all, practice makes perfect in 

almost everything humans do, and reading in no different. 
  
2. Reading exercises our brain. 

Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain rather than watching TV, 
for example. Reading strengthens brains connections and builds NEW connections. 
  



 
 

 

Twitter: @SunnysideSA Facebook: SunnysideSA 
Tel: 0115 9174310  web: sunnysidespenceracademy.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Keeping your child safe online 
There has never been a more important time to ensure that our children are safe online.  Our children 
are spending more time online now than they ever have.  The DfE have shared some advice about 
how parents can ensure that they keep their children safe – follow this link to find the information –  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-
online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online 
 

 

Year 5 Updates 
This week we say thank you and goodbye to Mrs Mullen the supply teacher working in our Year 5 

class.  
 

After half term Mrs Yates and Mrs Herbert will be working with year 5.  Both are extremely 
experienced teachers who work in our Spencer Trust primary schools  as Academy Angels.  They 
have both worked in our Sunnyside Team before and are looking forward to working with your 

children.  
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
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